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Connersville is situated in east-central Indiana less 

than 20 miles from the Ohio border.  The city is less 

than an hour and a half drive from Indianapolis, 

Indiana, Cincinnati, Ohio and Dayton, Ohio.  This 

proximity allows Connersville to offer the charm of 

a small town, while still providing access to large 

population centers with jobs and recreation. 

 

 
 

 

 

Connersville’s population experienced a peak in the 1960s and has 

declined steadily ever since.  In 2008, the population was estimated at 

13,931, making it the 57
th

 largest city in Indiana.  However, 

Connersville lost nearly 10 percent of its residents between 2000 and 

2008, the 11
th

 worst growth rate in the state.  

 

 

 

 

When compared with 

the state and nation, 

Connersville has a much 

older population – its 

median age is three 

years above both Indiana and the U.S.  This is because 

Connersville has more senior citizens (age 65+) than 

average and less young adults (age 18 to 24).  

Connersville is projected to continue to have a higher 

median age than the state and nation for decades. 

 

  
Connersville’s poverty rate was above county and 

state averages in 1990 and 2000.  Poverty in the 

MSA increased 37 percent between 2003 and 2007 

to 14.2 percent.  The poverty rate rose 23 percent in 

the state in this span and rose 4 percent nationally. 

 

 

Distance to Nearby Cities 
City Distance Driving Time Population 

Cincinnati, OH 60.1 mi 1 hr, 20 min 302,471 

Dayton, OH 76.1 mi 1 hr, 27 min 146,762 

Indianapolis, IN 66.3 mi 1 hr, 21 min 794,865 

Richmond, IN 25.9 mi 35 min 36,925 

/ƻƴƴŜǊǎǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
Year Population Rank in State 

1990 15,550 45 

2000 15,411 50 

2008 13,931 57 

Median Age 
Connersville MSA 39.6 

United States 36.6 

Indiana 36.5 
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Educational attainment levels of adults 

25 years and older in the Connersville 

MSA has increased since 2000, but still 

remains far behind state and national 

averages and ranks in the bottom of the 

state in both categories.  In 2007-08, the 

graduation rate for Connersville Senior 

High School was 68.2 percent, lower 

than the state average of 77.8 percent. 

 

 

 

Employment indicators are negative in Connersville, 

as in most places around the nation.  As of August 

2009, Connersville’s unemployment rate was at 

14.3 percent.  Of the 9,800 people in the labor 

force, over 1,400 people were out of work in 

August, leaving the Connersville MSA with the 6
th

 

highest unemployment rate in the state.   

 

Connersville’s manufacturing sector takes up 14 

percent more of its employment that the state 

average.  The area lagged behind the state in the 

finance, insurance, and real estate sector, while 

employing a higher percentage of people in the 

arts, entertainment, and recreation sector. 

 

 

 

 

Median household income in the Connersville MSA 

actually decreased by roughly 1 percent – from 

$38,840 to $38,603 – between 1999 and 2007.  

During that time, average household income 

increased by 19 percent in the United States and by 

13 percent in Indiana.  As of 2007, median 

household income in the Connersville MSA was 

more than $11,400 below the national average, a 

jump of nearly $8,000 from 1999. 
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89 percent of the Connersville MSA’s 

total housing units were occupied in 

2007.  In the Connersville MSA, 73 

percent of the occupied housing was 

owner occupied and 27 percent was 

renter occupied.  Median home 

values in the Connersville MSA 

increased by 15.5 percent between 

2000 and 2007 to $90,700. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fayette County is a net exporter of 

workers because the number of people 

who live in Fayette County but are 

employed elsewhere is greater than 

the number of people who commute 

into the county to work.  In 2007, the 

size of the Fayette County work force 

was 14,450, compared to the resident 

labor force, which had 16,123 people.  

 

 
 

 

 

The Connersville MSA has slowed overall in 

issuing building permits - an indicator of 

growth in communities – in the last five 

years.  Just 4 permits were obtained in 

Fayette County in 2008, meaning that 

residential building has slowed to a near 

stand-still.  It is worth noting that the last 

time a residential building permit was filed 

for anything other than a single family unit 

was in 2002, when 64 permits were issued 

for units involving five families or more. 

 

 

Sources in this document include: STATS Indiana; U.S. Census Bureau. 
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